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Please sign in to Worship Connect to let us know you’re here!
http://tiny.cc/worshipconnect

Prelude

“Rondeau”
by Johann Fischer

Welcome & Announcements

A Reading from the poets

If you hold a newborn in your arms,
All at once you will understand
The crook of your elbow
And the cup of your palm
As never before—
Ordinary curves of the body
Transformed into a resting space.
You were designed for love.
And if you’re lucky enough
To hold a newborn in your arms,
And that newborn curls
Its tiny fingers around yours,

Judy Widrig

Rev. Sharon Benton

“Hold”
by Rev. Sarah Are

Susan Huffman

Making your hands look
Like the hands of a giant—
Then time might stand still,
And those around you might point and say,
“Look! That little one is holding you back.”
And in that moment,
If you pay attention,
You will catch a glimpse
Of the circle that love was meant to be.
God is love,
Our resting place.
With small hands,

Hymn

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
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Dix

Time with Children

Scout Mitchell

Prayer of Confession
Sharon Benton
God of love,
We forget the beginning of the story—
That we were made from love, to be love, to give love.
Instead of rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation,
We skip ahead and find our worth at the fall,
With Cain and Abel, lost in the wilderness.
We forget that first there was you, and you are love.
We forget that out of that love you created us.
We forget that from the very first day, you loved first.
We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to us.
Forgive our low self-esteem.
Forgive our resistance to love ourselves.
Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made good.
And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on—from generation to generation.
Write a new beginning for us that roots our confidence in your unrelenting love.
With hope we pray, again and again. Amen.
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Words of Forgiveness
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Invitation to Offering

Susan Huffman

There are several options for giving: 1) Mail checks to First Congregational Church,
2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225. 2) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/.
3) Use the GivePlus app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!
4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to 208-516-2657, and set up your account. You're ready
for easy giving by text! 5) Give by PayPal. Our easy link is PayPal.Me/fccbucc.

Musical Meditation

Scripture Reading

““Heart Wide Open”
by Lea Morris
Used with Permission

John 3:14-21
New Revised Standard Version

Scripture Response
One: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us:
All:
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Lea Morris

“Again & Again, God Loves First”
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Hymn

“Womb of Life”

Ladue Chapel

Prayers of the People

Sharon Benton

The Prayer of Jesus
We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:
“Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.”
Our Creator
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Postlude

Sharon Benton

“Impromptu in A Flat”
by Franz Schubert

Judy Widrig

Guest Preacher
Rev. Courtney Stange-Tregear moved to Seattle in 2016 to become Minister for Church Vitality in
the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ. Her ministry has been formed by a
classical education and community organizing. She brings a vision of vitality that bridges the
secular and sacred, church and community.

Prayers & poetry by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Cover Image
Light Wave, by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity.
Acrylic painting with gold leaf on canvas inspired by John 3:14-21.
Artist’s Statement, excerpt: My first memory of this passage is from writing “John 3:16” on my
basketball shoes when I was in seventh grade, joining many of my teammates in blending our sport with our
faith. … Now I know that Jesus originally spoke these famous words to Nicodemus, perhaps whispering
them amidst the hushed noises of the night. … Jesus speaks to him with poetry of promise: God didn’t send
his son to judge the world, but so the world might be restored through him. For God so loved. For God so
loves, that like light, God keeps traveling to reach us with that redeeming love. In this abstract painting, the
gold leaf marks become like a wave gliding through the cosmos, moving endlessly until it reaches
everything.

Announcements
Lent Adult Forums: During we are reading of Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s
Guide to Holy Week, by Amy-Jill Levine. For details, see our Full Circle blog: https://
www.fccb.net/blog/february-adult-forums/.
Lenten Prayer Series: Friday in Lent from 6:30-7:30 pm, Jean Scribner will facilitate a sixweek series title For more information, visit https://www.fccb.net/blog/lenten-prayerseries/.
Worship:
• Sundays, 10:00 am—Worship on Facebook Live. #BiggerBalcony
Upcoming Services:
• March 14: Fourth Sunday of Lent, John 3:14-21 (Ephesians 2:1-10)
• March 21: Fifth Sunday of Lent, John 12:20-33 (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
• March 28: Palm Sunday, John 12:1-19
Ways to Connect: For more information about these and other groups and activities,
contact office@fccb.net.
• Monday
 Poetry Writing Group: 1st & 3rd Mondays at 7:00 pm
 Happy Hour: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30-8:30 pm
• Tuesday
 Book Club, First Tuesday of the month, 9:30 am
 PJs & Storytime Tuesdays, 6:30 pm
• Wednesday
 Adult Forums, Wednesdays, 6:30 pm
 Faith Formation for Children & Youth Wednesdays, 6:30 pm
• Thursday
 Morning Coffee Group: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 9:30 am
 Evening Book Club, 6:30 pm weekly
• Friday
 Knitting Group, Fridays, 10:00 am
 Coffee Hour, 2nd & 4th Fridays. 1:00 pm
 Prayer Series, Fridays, 6:30 pm
• Saturday
 Create & Check In, every other Saturday, 10:00 am
To stay up to date, follow us on social media, subscribe to our Friday Email,
or check in with our Full Circle Blog, https://www.fccb.net/blog/.

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open
and Affirming congregation believing in a
loving God, all people are welcome in this
church without regard to gender, race,
ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual
orientation, or gender identity.
We Try To Use Language which will help
people feel included in our worship. Since
not everyone is comfortable with the same
language, we invite you to amend the
words of the service as we sing and pray if
they do not adequately express your faith.
We invite you to assist us in creating new
expressions of our common faith and life
together.

Technical Support: If you need help
streaming our worship services or
connecting in other ways, please let us
know.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
An Open & Affirming Congregation
2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225
Church Office: 360-734-3720
Office Mobile Phone: 360-303-6806
24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255
office@fccb.net • www.fccb.net
Facebook: facebook.com/fccbucc
Twitter: @BhamUCC
Office Hours: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
LEAD PASTOR: Sharon Benton
PASTOR FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS,
& MISSION: David Weasley
MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION:
Sharry Nyberg
MINISTER OF MUSIC: Lucy Bledig
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Lisa Harbine
ORGANIST: Judy Widrig
OFFICE MANAGER: Cydne Cochran

Virtual Appointments
with Pastoral Staff
In the before time, our pastoral staff were
available by appointment. In COVID-19
time, they are available for virtual
meetings by appointment. Contact them
by email or call the pastoral care line,
360-733-4255

ACCOUNTANT: Renée Relin
CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE: Kurt Aagard
CARE ADMIN. SUPPORT: Laura Norton
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE:
Alanna Steele
HEALTH MINISTER: Carol Nicolay
MODERATOR: Bill Henkel
VICE MODERATOR: Beth Tyne
PAST MODERATOR: Caryl Dunavan

Sharon:

sharon@fccb.net

CLERK: TBA

David:

david@fccb.net

TREASURER: Laurie Hoyt

Sharry:

sharry@fccb.net

HISTORIAN: Stacy Miller

You can also email our Office Manager
Cydne at office@fccb.net
and she’ll pass your message on.
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