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Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Sharon Benton

Ringing the Bell

Call to Worship
One Voice: Jesus went to the mountaintop to pray.
All Voices: Jesus went into the city to heal.
One Voice: Jesus walked to Samaria to extend love.
All Voices: Jesus went to the water’s edge to teach.
One Voice: Jesus went to places of peace and connection,
All Voices: but Jesus also went to the wilderness.
One Voice: There is nowhere we can go
that God does not walk with us.
All Voices: We are in God’s house.
Let us worship Holy God.

Passing the Peace
If you’re willing to come to the microphone and offer “The peace of Christ” or “May God’s peace
be with you” or some other words of grace, please note you are also sending your message to
those worshiping on line.

Musical Interlude

Prayer of Confession
Holy God, when we think that expansive life is about power—
Teach us a new way.
Gracious Creator, when we think that expansive life is about material wealth—
Teach us a new way.
Gracious Author, when we think that expansive life is about control—
Teach us a new way.
Teach us to live as you live.
Teach us to love as you love.
Forgive us when we don’t.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

Kyrie
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Words of Forgiveness
Keep humming the Kyrie as we receive these words…

Kyrie

Used under OneLicense.net #A-718199.

Prayers of the People
The Prayer of Jesus
We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:
“Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.”
Our Creator
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
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And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,
have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,
go to https://www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor.

Prayer Response

A Reading from Scripture

“Take, O Take Me As I Am”
by John Bell

Luke 4:1-13
New Revised Standard Version

Scripture Response
One: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us:
All:
Thanks be to God.

Time with Children

Ted & Susan Huffman

Sung Response

Sermon

“May the Love of God Fill You”
by Tom Hunter
We invite people worshiping in person to hum this tune.

“Full to the Brim { Even in the Desert”

Davi Weasley

Musical Meditation
“Lord Jesus, Who through Forty Days”
St Flavian
Text by Claudia F. Hernaman. Traditional tune.
Kay Marsh, Darlene Mathias, Leslee Probasco, Larry Menninga

Invitation to Offering
There are several options for giving: 1) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/.
2) .Mail checks to First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA
98225. 3) Use the GivePlus app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!
4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to 208-516-2657, and set up your account. You're ready
for easy giving by text! 5) Give by PayPal. Our easy link is PayPal.Me/fccbucc.

Sacrament of Communion
If you’re joining us from home, gather something to eat and drink;
the risen Christ will meet us wherever we are.
If you’re worshiping in person today, you may come forward to receive communion. Stay distanced,
please; and remove your mask briefly. If you wish to remain seated, someone will come around to
you in your seat. Just raise a hand or indicate that you would like communion as they come around,
remembering that if you come forward you will be on the video.
Communion Hymn
“As We Gather at Your Table”
Beach Spring
Text by Carl P Daw. Arr. By Jack Schrader.
Kay Marsh, Darlene Mathias, Leslee Probasco, Larry Menninga

Benediction

Postlude

Judy Widrig

Cover Image Artist’s Statement: Temptations by Hannah Garrity, Inspired by Luke 4:1-13. Paper
lace. In this image, concentric circles depicting the temptations that Jesus meets in the wilderness radiate
outward. A crown and swords echo the power of kings that the devil offers to Jesus. Steeples point outward
between the swords. Nails in the center foreshadow Jesus’ death on the cross. I depicted this story within the
structure of a stained glass window. Where in our religious structures do we find temptation winning the
day? Where do our selfish actions fall on this temptation continuum? May we see the abundance before us,
dispelling the desire for more.

Communion Element Ingredients:
Communion loaf— whole wheat flour, molasses, yeast, salt. Juice— grape juice, vitamin C.

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open
and Affirming congregation believing in a
loving God, all people are welcome in this
church without regard to gender, race,
ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual
orientation, or gender identity.
We Try To Use Language which will help
people feel included in our worship. Since
not everyone is comfortable with the same
language, we invite you to amend the
words of the service as we sing and pray if
they do not adequately express your faith.
We invite you to assist us in creating new
expressions of our common faith and life
together.
Technical Support: If you need help
streaming our worship services or
connecting in other ways, please let us
know.
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