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Easter Sunday 

April 17, 2022 10:00 am 

Happy Easter and welcome!  

Please participate in as much or as little of the service are you feel comfortable. 

We love children in worship—their noises and wiggles are welcome, too. 

There are pillows in the front where they can see the instruments and participate fully,  

or the coloring, book, and play area is available in the corner near the windows. 

Their movements back and forth are a joy for all of us. 

“In wildness is the preservation of the world.” ~ Henry David Thoreau 

Prelude   Cedar Crest Quartet 

   

Welcome & Announcements  Rev. Sharon Benton & Rev. Davi Weasley 

Ringing the Bell   

Fanfare  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  Brass Ensemble 

 

*Call to Worship  Janet Ott 

One Voice: That’s what the crowds say, that’s what the signs say,  

 that’s what the songs say:  

All Voices:  Jesus is alive!  

One Voice: It’s hard to imagine that the executed could be healed,  

 that the tortured could be exalted, that the wounded could be made whole. 

All Voices:  Jesus is alive!  

One Voice: There’s a hail of violence, every thread dedicated to ending one of  

 God’s beloved, and yet— 

All Voices:  Jesus is alive!  

One Voice:  Come along with me and we’ll find out together what it means: 

All Voices: Jesus is alive!  

* Rise in body or spirit 



 

 

*Hymn 233 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” Easter Hymn 
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*Passing the Peace    

If you’re willing, please come to the microphone to offer “peace” to those worshiping online; or 

you might stay in your seat and type a message into your smartphone to someone at home; or you 

might wave, bump elbows, or show other signs of peace with others.  

*Sung Response “Halle, Halle, Halle”  

 

Song of Praise “All Creatures of our God” Handbell Choir 

  arr. Jason W. Krug 

Prayers of the People  Rev. Sharon Benton 

 All Voices:  Roll away our stones, O Christ. 

  Roll away our barriers to new life. 

 One Voice: You come to us in the deepness of our graves— 

  those times when we fear and find no hope; 

  those times when we face illness or anger, disease, or desperation. 

  You come to us and whisper to our spirits the gift of resurrection. 

 All Voices:  Roll away our stones, O Christ. 

  Roll away our barriers to new life. 

 One Voice: You come to call us back into being— 

  into our eyes to open our eyes; 

  into our hearts to grow our hearts; 

  into the world to change the world. 

  You come and remind us that your resurrection means our resurrection, 

  our ability to create just relationships with all creation. 
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 All Voices:  Roll away our stones, O Christ. 

  Roll away our barriers to new life. 

 One Voice: When we are weary and confused,  

  when we are in the midst of celebration and delight, 

  when we are in our everyday routines, 

  remind us of your presence—everywhere around and within us. 

 All Voices:  Remind us that you are always rolling away our stones. 

The Prayer of Jesus 

 We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:  

 “Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.” 

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,  
have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,  

go to www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor. 

Musical Meditation “Now the Green Blade Rises” Chancel Choir 

arr. Carolyn Johnson 

Our Creator 

 who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth  

 as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, 

 and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Now the green blade rises from the buried 
grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,  
Thinking that he would never wake again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave has lain; 
Raised from the dead, my living God is seen; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in 

pain, 
Your touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have 

been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 



 

 

A Reading from Scripture  Luke 24:1-12 Janet Ott 

  New Revised Standard Version 

Scripture Response   

 One:  For the Word of God in scripture, 

  for the Word of God among us, 

  for the Word of God within us: 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

Time with Children  Tim & Susan Huffman 

Sung Response “May the Love of God Fill You”  

  by Tom Hunter 

Sermon  “Full to the Brim { An Expansive Life” Rev. Davi Weasley 



 

 

*Hymn   “Christ Is Alive” Truro 

Invitation to Offering  Janet Ott 
There are several options for giving: 1) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/. 

2) .Mail checks to First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 
98225. 3) Use the GivePlus app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!  
4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to 208-516-2657, and set up your account. You're ready 

for easy giving by text! 5) Give by PayPal. Our easy link is PayPal.Me/fccbucc. 

 Offering Music  Judy Widrig 



 

 

Prayer of Dedication © 2022 enfleshed Janet Ott 

Come, let us look for the living—relationships and efforts that lead to the thriving of 

our spirits, our bodies, and our communities. Let us water seeds of solidarity, tend 

the soil of creativity, and relish the blooming of healing. As the body of the Risen 

Christ, we collect our offerings for the Love we want to grow. Bless our offerings, 

Holy One, that we might partner with those who lead us to the Way of Life and 

cultivate heaven on Earth. Amen  

Hymn 245 “The Day of Resurrection” Lancashire 
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Benediction  Rev. Sharon A. Benton 

Postlude  Cedar Crest Quartet 

Cedar Crest Quartet: Adrian Kelly, Mia Kelly, David Hagin and Sabrina Marshall 

Brass Ensemble: Oscar Fegley, trumpet; Bryce Fegley, trombone; Ted Huffman, trumpet 

Cover Image Artist’s Statement: Prepared by Hannah Garrity. Paper lace. Inspired by Luke 24:1-

12. Artist statement excerpt: In this paper lace art piece, the inside of a bowl is patterned with images 

telling the initial moments of the Easter story. This design depicts burial spices in patterns. Amidst the 

spice patterns, a sunrise emerges. At the top is an abstract image of the empty tomb. 

This moment, the moment when the women arrive at the tomb, represents an act of holy, extravagant, 

expansive beauty. Imagine being there, arriving at daybreak, holding the spice bowl in your hands. The 

burial spices, nard and myrrh, were aromatic. The aromas of blood, oils, death, and spices fill the air. 

Imagine how it would have smelled. It was the work of the women to honor the body of the deceased; to 

honor the life he had lived, and they had loved. 

Liturgy & art © A Sanctified Art, unless otherwise noted. 



 

 

 

David & Cheryll Blair in memory of “our dear ones” 

Mary Chaney & Michael Maier 

Carol Garguile, in memory of Dominic Garguile, Margaret & Laurence Brewster & 

Todd Curran 

Julie Gorrell, in memory of her mom, Margaret Philbrick and in recognition of Doris 

Olmstead 

Judith Irion, in memory of Terry Irion 

Tammi Laninga, in memory of Ali Laninga 

Kathleen & Scott McGuinness, in memory of Peggy Hunt, Kathleen's Mom 

Larry & Mary Jo Menninga in memory of the people in Ukraine. 

Janet Ott, in memory of Joanne Kotjan 

Mike & Linda Rawls, in memory of Mike's mom whose birthday was March 31 and in 

recognition of Linda's mom whose birthday (88 this year)  is March 28 

Jean Scribner 

Doug & Tim Shepherd, in memory of their mothers, Nina Shepherd & Margaretta 

Roberts 

Barb Storms, in memory of Stormy 

Robin & Dennis Williams, in memory of Douglas & Beverly Blair; David O'Neal 

 



 

 



 

 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ  

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Church Office: 360-734-3720 

24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255 

office@fccb.net • www.fccb.net 

Facebook: facebook.com/fccbucc 

Twitter: @BhamUCC 

Office Hours: 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

LEAD PASTOR: Sharon Benton 

PASTOR FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS,  

& MISSION: Davi Weasley 

INTERIM MINISTERS OF FAITH FORMATION: 

Ted & Susan Huffman 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Lucy Bledig 

ORGANIST: Judy Widrig 

WORSHIP MEDIA COORDINATOR: 

Skyler Spain 

ACCOUNTANT: Erin Kennedy 

OFFICE MANAGER: Cydne Cochran 

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE: Kurt Aagard 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE:  

Alanna Steele  

MODERATOR: Beth Tyne 

VICE MODERATOR: Mark Schofield 

PAST MODERATOR: Bill Henkel 

CLERK: Janet Malley 

TREASURER: Laurie Hoyt 

HISTORIAN: Stacy Miller 

OneLicense #A-718199  

CCS #12615 

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open 

and Affirming congregation believing in a 

loving God, all people are welcome in this 

church without regard to gender, race, 

ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. 

We Try To Use Language which will help 

people feel included in our worship. Since 

not everyone is comfortable with the same 

language, we invite you to amend the 

words of the service as we sing and pray if 

they do not adequately express your faith. 

We invite you to assist us in creating new 

expressions of our common faith and life 

together. 

Technical Support: If you need help 

streaming our worship services or 

connecting in other ways, please let us 

know. 

Appointments with  
Pastoral Staff 

Pastoral staff are available by 

appointment virtually, or in person  

with masks. Contact them by email or 

call the pastoral care line,  

360-733-4255 

Sharon: sharon@fccb.net 

Davi: davi@fccb.net 

You can also email our Office Manager 

Cydne at office@fccb.net  

and she’ll pass your message on. 


