Full to the Brim { Even the Stones Cry Out
Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

10:00 am

Today’s flowers were provided by the Minkler family in memory of Harold Minkler.

Prelude

“Come, Thou Almighty God”
by Felice de Giardini, arr. Robert S. Frost

Welcome & Announcements

String Ensemble

Sharon Benton

Ringing the Bell

*Call to Worship
Liz Hjelmseth
One Voice: The crowd shouts, “Hosanna—save us!”
All Voices: Hosanna—save us!
One Voice: Stones pick up the chorus, “Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name!”
All Voices: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name!
One Voice: All of creation joins its voice,
“O give thanks to God, whose steadfast love endures forever!”
All Voices: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name!
Give thanks to God, whose steadfast love endures forever!”

* Rise in body or spirit

*Passing the Peace
Davi Weasley
If you’re willing to come to the microphone and offer “The peace of Christ” or “May God’s peace
be with you” or some other words of grace, please note you are also sending your message to
those worshiping online. If you’re in the pews wave or show another contact-free sign of peace.

Sung Response

Time with Children

“May the Love of God Fill You”
by Tom Hunter

Ted & Susan Huffman

*Hymn 216

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

St. Theodulph

Used under OneLicense.net #A-718199.

Prayer of Confession
Liz Hjelmseth
One Voice: The word ‘hosanna’ is often sung with joy and glee on this day.
We process in, we wave palm branches, and it feels like a celebration.
But the truth is, the word ‘hosanna’ actually means, “save us.”
The people along that parade route so many years ago were crying out
to Jesus for help because they knew—this world is not as it should be.
There is still too much hurt here. They were crying, “Save us!”

All Voices:

In the prayer of confession, we have our own hosanna moment, because
we cry out to God, admitting the ways in which we have fallen short,
and we ask for God’s saving hand. So friends, let us pray together,
for there is still too much hurt here.
God of street parades and hosannas, we know that you are counting on
us to speak out against oppression, to speak up for love and to speak
hope to fear, but so often we are silent.
We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing, so we don’t say anything at all.
We worry that we’ll offend, so we keep our convictions to ourselves.
We worry that we’ll speak up and won’t be heard, so we stay silent.
And meanwhile, the parade marches on.
Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us.
Give us the courage to yell, “Hosanna!”
Gratefully we pray…

Kyrie
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Words of Forgiveness

Davi Weasley

Kyrie
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Prayers of the People
The Prayer of Jesus
We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:
“Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.”

Davi Weasley

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,

Our Creator
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,
go to https://www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor.

Prayer Response

“Take, O Take Me As I Am”
by John Bell
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Telling the Story

Luke 19:28-40

Storytellers

Scripture Response
One: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us:
All:
Thanks be to God.

Musical Meditation

“Hosanna in the Highest”
by David W. Music
Kay Marsh, Darlene Mathias, Scott Ward, and Larry Menninga

Sermon

“Full to the Brim { Even the Stones Cry Out”

Quartet

Sharon Benton

*Hymn 213

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

Ellacombe

Invitation to Offering
Liz Hjelmseth
There are several options for giving: 1) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/.
2) .Mail checks to First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA
98225. 3) Use the GivePlus app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!
4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to 208-516-2657, and set up your account. You're ready
for easy giving by text! 5) Give by PayPal. Our easy link is PayPal.Me/fccbucc.
Offertory

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
by Conrad Kocher, arr. Robert S. Frost

Benediction

Postlude

String Ensemble

Davi Weasley

“The Heavens Resound”
by Ludwig von Beethoven, arr. Robert S. Frost

String Ensemble

String Ensemble
Adrian Kelly, violin
Rylan Neem, violin
Avery Neem, violin

Elaine Woods, violin
Mia Kelly, cello
Darlene Mathias, cello

Cover Image Artist’s Statement: Even the Stones Cry Out by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman.
Inspired by Luke 19:28-40. Digital painting with photo collage. Artist statement: In this piece
there are three stones bordered in gold to reference the voice of God, the truth that will not be quelled.
Down the sides of the image are the Pharisees or the “silencers” in postures of quieting judgment. My
hope was for the silencers to be completely visually enveloped and drowned out by the stones. I left the
silencers simplified and unfinished to signify that their attempts at diminishing the truth would
ultimately and always be in vain.
Liturgy & art © A Sanctified Art, unless otherwise noted.

Announcements
Holy Week Worship
•
•
•

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm
Good Friday, April 15, 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 17
Sunrise Service 6:00 am, Bloedel Donavan Park
Celebration Service, 10:00 am

Flowers for Sunday Worship: Sign up to bring flowers for the Sanctuary on Sunday! Sign
up online.
Worship:
•

Sundays, 10:00 am—Hybrid worship in person and on Facebook Live, our
#BiggerBalcony

Ways to Connect: For more information about these and other groups and activities,
contact office@fccb.net.
• Monday
 Poetry Writing Group: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:00 pm
• Wednesday
 Sharing Stories: weekly 6:30 pm
 Adult Forum: weekly, 7:00 pm
• Thursday
 Evening Book Club, 5:00 pm weekly
• Friday
 Afternoon Coffee Group: 2nd & 4th Friday, at 1:00 pm
 Knitting Group, Fridays, 10:00 am
 Exploring Prayer, Fridays, 6:30 pm
• Saturday
 Creative Connections, 1st Saturdays, 10:00 am
• Sunday
 Youth Group, Sundays, 12:00 noon
To stay up to date, follow us on social media, subscribe to our Friday Email,
or check in with our Full Circle Blog, https://www.fccb.net/blog/.

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open
and Affirming congregation believing in a
loving God, all people are welcome in this
church without regard to gender, race,
ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual
orientation, or gender identity.
We Try To Use Language which will help
people feel included in our worship. Since
not everyone is comfortable with the same
language, we invite you to amend the
words of the service as we sing and pray if
they do not adequately express your faith.
We invite you to assist us in creating new
expressions of our common faith and life
together.
Technical Support: If you need help
streaming our worship services or
connecting in other ways, please let us
know.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
An Open & Affirming Congregation
2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225
Church Office: 360-734-3720
24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255
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ORGANIST: Judy Widrig
WORSHIP MEDIA COORDINATOR:
Skyler Spain
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Appointments with
Pastoral Staff
Pastoral staff are available by
appointment virtually, or in person
with masks. Contact them by email or
call the pastoral care line,
360-733-4255
Sharon:

sharon@fccb.net

Davi:

davi@fccb.net

You can also email our Office Manager
Cydne at office@fccb.net
and she’ll pass your message on.
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