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Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11, 2022 10:00 am 

Hope is a passion for the possible. 

--Soren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling 

Prelude   Judy 

*Gathering Hymn  “People Look East” Besancon 

verses 1, 3, 5 

* Rise in body or spirit 

We thank the  
following people 
for assisting with  

worship:  

 

The youth and 

children of our 

church 

 

 

Today’s 

Musicians 

Erin, Allegra, 

Brian, Janet, and 

Judy 

 

If you’re worshiping 

in the Bigger 

Balcony, and need a 

candle to light 

throughout Advent, 

please contact the 

church office. 

 

We love children in 

worship—their 

noises and wiggles 

are welcome, too. 

There are pillows in 

the front where they 

can see the 

instruments and 

participate fully, or 

the coloring, book, 

and play area is 

available in the 

corner near the 

windows. Their 

movements back and 

forth are a joy for us. Used under OneLicense.net #A-718199  



 

 

Welcome & Announcements  Sharon & Children 

Ringing the Bell   

Beginning The Story   

A Reading from Scripture Isaiah 42:1-9  

 New Revised Standard Version Updated 

Anthem  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Chancel Choir 

by John A. Behnke  

*Lighting the Advent Candles   

One Voice: Here we are in Advent—a time of waiting  and preparation. 

 We light candles with ancient meaning  and new expectation.  

All Voices:  We hold out hope we hold onto hope with all that we are, 

 and we hold it out, offering hope to the world. 

One Voice: Is hope more than a private sentiment, or a word of the day on a cute  

 Christmas figurine? Can our hope be a passion for the possible?  

All Voices: Community brings us hope. Together we dream of what might be,  

 we shoulder the burdens, and we call out the words of hope.  

One Voice: We light a candle as we hold out hope today! 



 

 

*Sung Response “We Gather ‘Round” The First Nowell 

The Story Continues   



 

 

Song  “There’s a Light in the Darkness”  

  by Tom Hunter, A Song Growing Company  

You’ve got to be careful when you walk in the darkness,  

So you don’t bump into the things that you can.  

I know that some darkness is gentle and friendly 

But sometimes it’s scary, so please hold my hand.  

  

Sometimes in darkness I like someone with me. 

Sometimes I wait ‘til the darkness is gone. 

Some I like to know things will get better, 

And it helps to hear things that I’ve known all along.  

 

Chorus:  

There’s a light in the darkness,  

A calm in the storm. The angels are singing.  

A baby is born.  

 

Please tell me a story of mangers and magi,  

Of shepherds and stars and an innkeeper man.  

Tell me how Mary is holding the baby 

And remember it’s dark, so keep holding my hand. 

 

Chorus 

 

Sometimes in darkness I find myself worried 

Sometimes I wonder whatever I can. 

Like do you think Jesus knows all about darkness?  

Do you think when I see him, will he hold my hand? 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People  Sharon & Children 

The Prayer of Jesus 

 We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:  

 “Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.” 

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,  

have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,  

go to www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor. 

Another Story in Another Time   

Hymn #138 “Jesus, Our Brother, Kind & Good” Orientis Partibus 

  Verses 1-3, camel (below) & 6 

“I,” said the camel, yellow and black, 

“I carried the wise ones on my back. 

I brought you their gifts in the wise ones' sack; 

I,” said the camel, yellow and black. 

More of the Story   

Our Creator 

 who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, 

 and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

Song  “Angels Might Be Anywhere at All”  

  by Tom Hunter, A Song Growing Company  

  Congregation, please sing along! 

Chorus:  

Angels might be anywhere at all 

Listening, gossiping, anywhere at all. 

On a cloud or a rooftop, 

Climbing up the wall,  

Angels might be anywhere at all. 

 

Angels are messengers to pass the word along 

In a story or a dream, in a dance or song. 

With blessings, from far away, with messages from God 

Depending on what you believe, they’re real or cute or odd. 

 

Chorus 

 

An angel came to Mary to say she’d have a son, 

Angels came to shepherds to say that he had come, 

And then they got together to sing a “gloria.” 

There were lots and lots of angels telling what they saw 

  

Chorus 

 

We mostly think of angels with halos and with wings, 

Playing harps and being white and smiling while they sing. 

But maybe they wear clown clothes, do laundry or wear boots, 

And maybe there’s an angel sitting next to you. 

 

Chorus 

 



 

 

The Story Continues   

Song  “In the Middle of Everything Else”  

  by Tom Hunter, A Song Growing Company  

The Story Gets Tense 

Song  “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”  

The Story Goes On 

In the middle of everything else  

a little bitty baby is born 

In the middle of everything else  

a little bitty baby is born 

 

1. Love’s come alive, it’s not just talk 

Run across the hillside - leave your flock 

Saddle up the camel it’s too far to walk 

A little bitty baby is born 

 

2. Angel choirs sang songs on high 

Wise ones followed a star in the sky 

God sent love you can look in the eye 

And a little bitty baby is born 

 

 

 

 

3. God Almighty in a manger bed 

Straw and a blanket to pillow a head 

God’s not far away but here instead 

And a little bitty baby is born 

 

4. In the middle of a manger 

In the middle of a mall 

In the middle of a city  

In the middle of a stall  

In the middle of the world 

In the middle of us all 

A little bitty baby is born 



 

 

Invitation to Offering   

From where are you drawing hope in these days? 

There are several options for giving: 1) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/. 

2) Mail checks to First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225.  

3) Use the Breeze app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!  

4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to (360) 205-1297, and set up your account.  

Offering Music “Joseph’s Lullaby” Erin  

  by Tom Hunter, A Song Growing Company  

A Passion for the Possible Sharing Hopes  

As families share their hopes, children will offer ribbons to all of us for our ritual. 

Hold Out Hope Ritual   

As we hold out hope to the world, we also hold hope right here, now, as an action. You are 

invited to take a ribbon take a ribbon from the basket as the children pass them around and 

physically HOLD HOPE close to you. Then you might wrap the ribbon on the tree garland. 

As you tie the ribbon, envision offering that hope in the public places of your life. If you’d 

like to hold your ribbon longer, you might add it to the trees afterward. Or tie it to your 

finger this week as a reminder. If you’d rather stay in your seat, someone will come around 

with a ribbon for you. Over the course of Advent we will watch our vision of hope slowly 

grow. 

Ritual Music “Elfin Dance” Jonathan, Piano 

  by Edvard Grieg 

  “Finale from Carnival of the Animals”  Madeleine, Piano 

  by Camille Saint-Saens 



 

 

*Song  “When All Is Said and Done”  

  by Tom Hunter, A Song Growing Company  

It's a mother and a baby when all is said and done 

It's a mother and a baby when all is said and done 

It's a mother and a baby  

And Christmas time has come 

It's a mother and a baby  

When all is said and done 

 

2. Manger for a cradle 

 

3. Moment for the ages 

 

4. Miracle with a heartbeat 

*Benediction   

Postlude  Judy 

Room for Reflection 



 

 

Please join us in person, on Facebook Live, or by Zoom this Holy Season 

December 18: Hope in the Unexpected 

December 21, 6:00 pm: Blue Christmas Service 

December 24, Christmas Eve: Hope in the Night 

 Candlelight service: 5:00 pm. Carol sing begins at 4:30 pm. 

 Christmas Candlelight: 11:00 pm (with Garden Street United Methodist 

Church) 

December 25, Christmas Day: Joy in the Morning, 10:00 am 



 

 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ  

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Church Office: 360-734-3720 

24/7 Emergency Pastoral Care: 360-733-4255 

office@fccb.net • www.fccb.net 

Facebook: facebook.com/fccbucc 

Twitter: @BhamUCC 

Office Hours: 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

 

LEAD PASTOR: Sharon Benton— 

PASTOR FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS,  

& MISSION: Davi Weasley 

INTERIM MINISTERS OF FAITH FORMATION: 

Ted & Susan Huffman 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Lucy Bledig 

ORGANIST: Judy Widrig 

ACCOUNTANT: Erin Kennedy 

OFFICE MANAGER: Cydne Cochran 

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE: Kurt Aagard 

WORSHIP MEDIA COORDINATOR:  

Georgia Drost 

MODERATOR: Beth Tyne 

VICE MODERATOR: Mark Schofield 

PAST MODERATOR: Bill Henkel 

CLERK: Janet Malley 

TREASURER: Jen Sandoval 

HISTORIAN: Stacy Miller 

OneLicense #A-718199  

CCS #12615 

 

 

Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open 

and Affirming congregation believing in a 

loving God, all people are welcome in this 

church without regard to gender, race, 

ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. 

We Try To Use Language which will help 

people feel included in our worship. Since 

not everyone is comfortable with the same 

language, we invite you to amend the 

words of the service as we sing and pray if 

they do not adequately express your faith. 

We invite you to assist us in creating new 

expressions of our common faith and life 

together. 

Technical Support: If you need help 

streaming our worship services or 

connecting in other ways, please let us 

know. 

Appointments with  
Pastoral Staff 

Pastoral staff are available by 

appointment virtually, or in person  

with masks. Contact them by email or 

call the pastoral care line,  

360-733-4255. 

Sharon sharon@fccb.net 

Davi: davi@fccb.net 

You can also email our Office Manager 

Cydne at office@fccb.net  

and she’ll pass your message on. 


