
 

 

Faces of Our Faith 

Facing Tradition — Mary Magdalene 

July 9, 2023 



 

 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 9, 2023 10:00 am 

Peter said to Mary, “Sister, we know the savior loved you more than any other woman. Tell us the 

words of the savior that you remember, which you know but we do not, because we have not heard 

them.” Mary answered and said, “What is hidden from you I shall reveal to you.”  

 

~ The Gospel of Mary 

Prelude   Judy Widrig 

Welcome & Announcements  Davi Weasley 

We love children in worship—their noises and wiggles are welcome, too. There are pillows in the 

front where they can see the instruments and participate fully, or the coloring, book, and play area is 

available in the corner near the windows. Their movements back and forth are a joy for us. 

Ringing of the Bell   

The Story  Sharon Benton 

*Call to Worship by M Jade Kaiser, “enfleshed” Tim Shepherd 

 One:  Listen! Listen for the voice of God, naming us all:  

  Holy. Beloved. Cherished. Valued. 

 All: We believe you delight in us!  

 One:  Make us people who recognize and proclaim your  

  beauty and goodness in unexpected places. 

 All: Surprise us. Challenge us. Transform us.  

 One:  All the ways we’ve erased people and their lives, all the ways we’ve diminished 

  them to make them fit our own experiences or expectations: 

 All: We trust in you, Holy One, to reveal to us the sacredness of every life,  

  of every way of being, of every physical manifestation of your Spirit. 

 One:  We trust you to reveal what has been too long hidden.  

 All: May it be so! 

*Rise in body or spirit 



 

 

*Hymn  “Mary Magdalene Was Suffering” Ebenezer 

  Lyrics by Carolyn Winfrey Gillete (alt.) 

 

Our Creator 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth  
 as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Used under CSS License #12615.   

Used under CSS License #12615.   



 

 

We Are A Nurturing, Beloved Community 

A Reading from Right Now! Real Kids Speaking Up for Change Tim Shepherd 

  “Jazz Jennings” 

Prayers of the People  Davi Weasley 

The Prayer of Jesus 

 We invite you to use the language for God that is most comfortable for you:  

 “Our Creator,” “Our Father” or “Our Mother.” 

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share confidentially with our pastors,  
have added to the confidential prayer list, or spoken aloud in worship,  

go to www.fccb.net/contact-us/ to send a message or call the church to talk with a pastor. 

Anthem  “Magdalene” Jeanne Quinn 

  Music and Lyrics by Libbie Schrader 

We are Growing Authentic, Christian Faith  

A Reading from Scripture  John 20:1-18 Tim Shepherd 

  New Revised Standard Version 

Time with Children  Storyteller 

The regular Church School class has concluded for the year. During the summer,  

the children are welcome to move about, sharing in the activities in the children’s corner  

or moving to the pillows in the front.  

Our Creator 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Used under CSS License #12615.   



 

 

Sung Response “Light of Ages and of Nations” Holy Manna 

Sermon  “Facing Tradition: Mary Magdalene” Sharon Benton 

Song   “Magdalene”  

  Song by Libbie Schrader. Video Directed by Michael A. Toscano.  

  Used with permission. 

  We Are Living Christ-Inspired Action 

Testimony  Tim Shepherd 

  

Offering plates are available near the doors as you leave;  

thank you for your gift helping to build justice and compassion. 

There are several other ways to give: 1) Give at our website, https://fccb.net/giving/. 

2) Mail checks to First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham, WA 98225.  

3) Use the Breeze app. Download from your app store, set up an account, and give!  

4) Give by text. Text a dollar amount to (360) 205-1297, and set up your account.  

5) Scan the QR code below or on the back cover of the bulletin. 

Used under CSS License #12615.   



 

 

*Hymn  “Sing a New World into Being” Nettleton 

 
Used under OneLicense #A-718199. 



 

 

*Benediction  Davi Weasley 

Postlude  Judy Widrig 

All are invited to join us in the Pride Parade now! We’ll carpool to Waypoint Park (new spot  

this year) where the parade begins. It ends at Depot Market Square,  

where First Congregational has a Festival table staffed by several of you— 

thank you for showing your support for all God’s beautiful family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Head Usher: Carol Garguile 

Cover image is “Mary Magdalene Proclaims Resurrection! - John 20:18” ©Laura James, 2002. 

Used with permission. 
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Open and Affirming (ONA): As an Open 

and Affirming congregation believing in a 

loving God, all people are welcome in this 

church without regard to gender, race, 

ethnicity, economic or social status, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. 

We Try To Use Language which will help 

people feel included in our worship. Since 

not everyone is comfortable with the same 

language, we invite you to amend the 

words of the service as we sing and pray if 

they do not adequately express your faith. 

We invite you to assist us in creating new 

expressions of our common faith and life 

together. 

Technical Support: If you need help 

streaming our worship services or 

connecting in other ways, please let us 

know. 

Appointments with  
Pastoral Staff 

Pastoral staff are available by 

appointment virtually, or in person  

with masks. Contact them by email or 

call the pastoral care line,  

360-733-4255. 

Sharon sharon@fccb.net 

Davi: davi@fccb.net 

You can also email our Office Manager 

Cydne at office@fccb.net  

and she’ll pass your message on. 


